
Meet the Village Times  
Newspaper Staff for 2016-2017. 

     Vice Principal, Mrs. Mezzanotte 
has left Village Elementary School  
to work in Westbrook. Here is what  
a few of the teachers had to say: 
   “It has been wonderful working 
with her. She brings lots of energy to 
the school. She will be missed very 
much.”- Mrs. Morton - 1st grade
     “She is very fun to work with. She 
is going to be missed. She worked 
with my class a lot last year.  She 
taught my students all about the code 
of conduct.”- Mrs. O’Neil 1st Grade
    “I have enjoyed working with her. 
I trust her advice. She is as much as a 

We Wish the Best of Luck to  
Ms. Mezzanotte
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friend as she is a boss. She is easy to 
talk to and I love her laugh.” -  Mrs. 
DeSantis -  Village School Office
“I’m sad about leaving but excited for 
my new job. I’ll be coming back to 
visit a lot. I’m proud of the school and 
all the learning. Very proud of our 
school store.” - Ms. Mezzanotte

 The Village Times staff is a group of 5th 
graders that interview, research, write,  
photograph and illustrate about Village 
School activities and more. 
 The purpose of the Village Times is to 
highlight special classroom events, important 
dates, artwork, musical concerts, science,  

riddles and history  
highlights from the  
student’s perspective.
   We will happily share 
all classroom stories and 
photographs with the 
Village School community 
through the The Village 
Times. Simply let one of 
us know or place a note 
in Mrs. McColl’s mailbox 
in the office with all the 
information that you wish 
to share about your events, 
stories or photographs. 
The Village Times is a 

bimonthly student staffed newsletter and is 
available for printing and reading online on 
the Village School’s web page. Our next issue 
will be the December 2016/January 2017. 
 The Village Times staff wishes you all a 
great Thanksgiving holiday and we hope to 
see you all in the paper!

Important Dates

By Summer Gammon (5th grade)

November
Flex Day 23rd

Thanksgiving break 24/25th

December
Early Release 7th
Vacation 23rd-2nd

See ya in the New Year!

 
Kids Club Dates

Meet in the Gym  
1st Session
Nov. 15
Nov. 29 
Dec. 6

Dec. 13

Photographed L to R: Summer Gammon, Emma Smith, Ethan Castonguay, Jesse James, Tyler Bartick and Lillian Miner



 Mr. Penley has set up a Maine Student 
Book Award (MSBA) bulletin board. What is 
the MSBA you ask? The MSBA is an award 
determined by student’s grades 4 through 8 
and is done by voting for their favorite books 
from the list of nominees. The voting usually 
takes place in late March or early April. To 
be able to vote you have to have read at least 
three books off the list of nominees. Two of 
the books can be read aloud to you.  
 There is a MSBA auction for whoever has 
participated in the voting. If you were to fill 
out a book report you would get a coupon 
to the auction. One book report equals one 
coupon to the auction.
 On the bulletin board you can rate the 
books after you have read them. If you put a 
red star that means that you loved the book 
you read and would recommend it to some-
one else. Yellow means you liked the book. 
Blue means you didn’t like it but someone 
else might.  

Maine Student 
Book Award

Student Author 
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By Emma Smith (5th grade)

Highlight
 One day I was walking in the woods and…
BOOM! a tree fell on the path. I tried to turn 
back but…BOOM! another tree fell behind 
me. I was trapped. In my backpack I had 
some snacks but not a lot. Then it started to 
rain. I found a tree to stay under. My snacks 
got soggie. I was hungry and tired. Then I 
heard someone. I hid behind a tree. Some-
one was moving the trees. I jumped out and 
said, “thank you.” But I scared him off and 
the trees fell again. I was trapped. It has been 
almost 2 weeks with no food and a little bit of 
water. Not one person has come since I scared 
away the first guy. I have to use a rock or the 
ground as a pillow. Two guys come. My hair 
was knotted and I looked scary so I scared 
them off too. It had been amost a month.  
 My snacks became stale and I had no more 
water. No one had come for days. I stayed 
in a tree for a week and I got sick. Thankful-
ly, I had some medicine in my backpack. I 
had enough for a week. The medicine didn’t 
last long. I went in a tree for another week. 
I found a lost dog that had found a way 
through the trees. I thought of a name. I 
thought of Rosie. It responded. Maybe I could 
get it to get some one. I just happen to have a 
recording device in my backpack. I recorded a 
message and told Rosie to go to someone. She 
did but she went to the wrong person. The 
persone threw the recorder away and said,  
“go away” to Rosie. She came back. I asked 
her if she got anybody because she had no  

recorder in her mouth. I’m pretty sure she 
said, “no.” I was bummed. I found four cher-
ries. I gave 2 to Rosie and I ate 2. I sent Rosie 
to go find more. She found ten more. We 
split them. After a month with food we lasted 
till winter. When winter came we only had 
about 30 cherries left. I happen to have lots 
of warm blankets and coats so we wouldn’t 
get frostbite. We lasted till February. Then we 
started to get hungry. Somehow Rosie found 
10 cherries. It was the last week of February. 
Rosie found seven strawberries. Rosie and me 
were about to survive till spring. In the spring 
the trees above us started to grow apples. We 
ate cherries and strawberries till the apples fell 
from the trees. The apples were so good. 
 We found the perfect spot for keeping ap-
ples for the winter. We ate half and kept half. 
The summer went really quick. When winter 
came and we had plenty of food. We had 
strawberries, apples, and cherries. December 
we ate apples. January we ate strawberries. 
February we ate cherries. 
 By the time spring came we were stuffed. 
The trees started to grow apples again. We did 
the same thing. We ate half and kept half. We 
ate the same thing, cherries, strawberries and 
apples. In the same month another guy came. 
He was lifting the tree. So me and Rosie hid 
behind a tree so we wouldn’t scare him off. 
 When he was done we finally were able to 
go home. When I got home I just kept Rosie 
as a pet. The End. 

An Adventure Story by Haley V., 3rd Mrs. Stuart’s Classroom

All sySTEMs Go
First Lego League
 First of all, what is First Lego League? First Lego 
League (FLL) is an organization that provides a chance 
for kids to put their engineering and programming skills 
to the test. FLL uses robots called Lego Mindstorms that 
do what they're called - they storm your mind. More than 
that, you program your Mindstorm robot rather than just 
figuring out the mechanism. Talk about programming! It’s 
a lot harder than building the Mindstorm robot (unless 

you have instructions, of course). 
 The Gorham FLL team also known as “All sySTEMs Go” 
is a brand new team with members from our three  
elementary schools and GMS. They are having fun  
learning about robotics and engineering.
 In FLL, there are three pieces that determine if you 
qualify for the state finals or not. They are Core Values, 
Robot Game, and The Project. Core Values asks you about 
how you worked together as a team to complete certain 
tasks such as the Service Dog challenge and the Gecko 
challenge.
 The robot game is where you use your robot to show 
that you can program and build your robot effectively. 

You put your robot through a series of challenges and 
are scored on the level of difficulty of the challenge. The 
harder the challenge, the more points you receive.
 The Project is where you present your research with 
your team. This year the topic was animals. You also tell 
the judges how the animal of your choosing can help you 
and how you can help that animal. 
 On November 19th, All sySTEMs Go came in 9th at the 
qualifiers to establish a spot at the state finals.
All sySTEMs Go also got the Programming Award for the 
most complicated program presented to the judges in 
Technical judging. On December 10th, All sySTEMs Go will
to the States in Augusta. Let’s wish them well! 

By Tyler Bartick (5th grade)



Village Times: What is the Harvest Lunch?
Mrs. Blanchard: “The Harvest Lunch is a 
great fall celebration for local food. All  
of the food is grown from local farmers.”
Village Times: What type of food is  
prepared?
Mrs. Blanchard: ‘Some of the types of 
foods that are prepared are mashed potatoes, 
fresh veggies, local fruits and hamburgers.”
Village Times: What are the most popular 
foods?
Mrs. Blanchard: “Corn on the cob and 
baked potatoes are some of the most  
popular.”

Cool Facts
There were no cookies this year, but there was 
tasty apple crisp.
Mr. Smiths class helps husk the corn, and 
then they compost the husks.

Village School hosted a wonder of books  
and prizes during parent/teacher conference 
week in October in the Village School library. 

Here is what our librarian has to say:
    Village Times: “What books do you have 
for kids to buy?”
    Mr. Barton: “We have lots of good books 
listed online.”
     Village Times: “What is the money going 
to be used for?”

Village School Book Fair 2016
By Summer Gammon (5th grade)

    Mr. Barton: “The money is used for new 
shelves and more books for the library.”
     Village Times: “What is your favorite part 
of the Book Fair?”
    Mr. Barton: “Closing up on Friday and 
seeing how well we did.”
Village Times: “So Mr. Barton how much 
money was raised during Book Fair?”
Mr. Barton: “A total of $1,500 was raised.”

Harvest Lunch
By Tyler Bartick (5th grade)
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The First Thanksgiving
By Summer Gammon (5th grade)
 When the Mayflower came upon the  
shore, they met people who were called 
Wampanoag Natives. The Wampanoag  
Indians taught them how to cultivate the land. 
The pilgrims invited the Indians to a big feast 
they called Thanksgiving. Thanksgiving was 
in 1621 and it lasted 3 days.

photo credit: npr.org

Girls on the Run 
Buddy Bench Fundraiser
By Lillian Miner (5th grade) and 
Layla Gillihan (4th grade)

 The Monday/Wednesday GOTR team is  
trying to raise money to buy a “Buddy 
Bench” to put on the Village School play-
ground. This is for kids who don’t have 
anyone to play with at recess. Our goal is 
to have student ambassadors monitor the 
bench seeing those kids and encourage 
others to ask them to play.
 You can help make this possible by donat-
ing money in our “Buddy Bench” donation 
buckets placed around Village School. We 
appreciate your contributions to our Buddy 
Bench fundraiser and helping Village 
School students to have a happier recess. 



Great Reads 
recommended by  

Jesse James (5th grade)

4th and 5th Graders
 

The One And Only Ivan  
by Katherine Applegate

Smile  
by Raina Telgemeier

Holes  
by Louis Sachar

Wonder  
by R.J Palacio

Diary Of a Wimpy Kid 
by Jeff Kinney

3rd Graders 
Fantastic Mr. Fox 

by Roald Dahl

Charlotte’s Web 
by E.B White

The Indian In The Cupboard  
by Lynne Reid Banks

Pippi Longstocking 
by Astrid Lindgren

Bunnicula 
by James Howe

Jesse’s Brain-Twisters
Find the answers in the next issue of to both in the December/January Issue.
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A bat and a ball costs one dollar  
and ten cents in total. 

The bat costs one more dollar than the ball. 
How much does the ball cost?

If 9999 = 4,
If 8888 = 8,
If 1816 = 6,

If 1212 = 0,  
Then 1919 = ?


