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 We all know that Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
was a hero who tried to give African Americans 
the same rights as all Americans. Some people 
forget the importance of the holiday. Some kids 
think it is just a break from school because of 
some weird African American guy. Dr. King 
didn’t like the fact that the African Americans 
were being treated like they didn’t really have a 
place in this world. Think of it like this: you like 
soccer and you sign up for it. All the best players 

photo credit: http://www.newtrier.k12.il.us/mlkday/

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Feb. 3 Early Release Day 

Feb. 11 Bingo Night at 6-7pm 
Feb. 15 – Feb. 19 No School 
Mar. 16 Early Release Day 
Apr. 6 Inservice No School
Apr. 18 – Apr. 22 No School 

Apr. 26 VES STEM Night 5:30-7:30pm

are on one team. You want to win, but the good 
players think they are too good for you. That is 
how the African Americans felt about Americans. 
But Dr. King had a dream. 
 It was on August 28, 1963, Martin made his 
famous “I Have a Dream” speech in Washington 
D.C. He knew that one day, his children might 
be treated equal to other children, no matter 
what race. Dr. King worked hard to make that 
happen. When Rosa Parks was arrested for not 
giving up her seat to an in the front of the bus no 
African-Americans rode busses for over a year. 
Martin’s wonderful life ended when he gave a 
speech on his motel deck, and a man name James 
Earl Ray shot him. Martin’s dream still lives on, 
though. You can read more about Dr. King’s 
speech in the “I Have a Dream” book by Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. with paintings by Kadir 
Nelson. 
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100th  
Day of School

FEB.10, 2016

 
 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 

THE GOLDEN RULE
Treat others like you  

wish to be treated!

February is Heart Month



 Dear Teachers, Students and Parents:
Please join us for a trip around the world! 
We will be taking off on Monday, January 
25th and landing back in~Gorham~the last 
week of school.~
	 Where	are	we	going	first?	A	group	of	
Village School students will post a video 
clue on our Village School Website each day 
(Monday-Thursday). On Friday, they will 
announce the country we are visiting.  
 Please follow the blog at home and/or 
in the classroom to learn about our world 
together and guess which country the clues 
are describing.

http://village.gorhamschools.org/

Where in the World  
is Village School?

	 How	will	we	track	our	trip?	Each	class-
room will get a passport to stamp each week 
with the name of the country we visited.~
 I hope this will raise excitement about all 
of the wonderful places in the world!!
	 Ready	for	take	off?

 In order to better align with the Common 
Core	State	Standards,	we	have	modified	our	
spelling instruction to include a phonetic spelling 
pattern and high frequency words each week. 
The	first	500	Fry	High	Frequency	Words	will	be	
covered	by	the	end	of	grade	five.	Knowing	these	
words	builds	fluency	in	reading	and	writing,	
allowing for deeper understanding and increased 
stamina.
 The goal of spelling homework is to provide 
multiple opportunities to practice spelling 
patterns and high frequency words in meaningful 
ways.	One	of	the	most	effective	and	efficient	ways	
to learn spelling words is to write each word mul-
tiple times while saying the sounds and focusing 
on	the	specific	spelling	pattern	used.	Are	you	
concerned	that	the	spelling	words	are	too	easy?	
Don’t be! “The more often a student works with 
words that share a spelling pattern, the more 
likely the student is to accurately spell new words 
that also have the pattern” (Treiman & Kessler, 
2006).	
 Spelling homework and weekly tests are 
given	in	grades	1-3.	Grades	four	and	five	focus	
on word study within the classroom. All grades 
are responsible for a portion of high frequency 
words. 
 Word meaning and vocabulary development 
are no longer part of the spelling homework. In 
the classroom, vocabulary is taught and rein-
forced through mini lessons with a connection to 
content. At home, there is a great opportunity to 
teach vocabulary through reading to or with your 
child.	Thank	you	for	your	support	at	home!∆

 

Spelling Homework
by Kim Fadrigon, K-5 Literacy Coordinator

  
“Pledge of Allegience”  
           by Joseph

I pledge allegiance…  
a promise to be loyal
to the Flag…  
to the symbol of our country
of the United States of America…  
a nation of 50 states and several  
territories, each with certain rights  
of its own
and to the Republic…  
a country where the people elect  
representatives from among themselves  
to make laws for everyone
source: http://www.anamericanvision.com/freedom_documents/pledge_of_allegiance.php
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for which it stands,…  
the flag represents the values of our form 
of government, in which everyone is 
equal under the law
one Nation under God,…  
a country formed under God whose  
people are free to believe as they wish
indivisible,… the nation cannot be  
split into parts
with liberty and justice…  
with freedom and a system of law
for all… for every person in the nation, 
regardless of their differences

Translation for the

Today is your day!  
Your mountain is waiting.  

So…get on your way! - Dr. Seuss

Wellness 
Fairy Tip



Thomas Robert Crotty 
was a local artist who 
died	August	22,	2015	in	
Portland, Maine. He was 
80	years	old.	Tom	was	
born in Boston in 1935 
and attended the Boston 
English and Technical 
High Schools, and Massa-

Art Features
Thomas Robert Crotty 
by Amelia

chusetts College of Art. The Frost Gully Gallery, 
(where Tom’s work is now displayed) is located 
in	Windham,	but	it	was	first	opened	in	1966	
by Tom and his wife Caroline in a barn on their 
property in Freeport.

photo credit: theforecaster.net

Photograph above is Thomas Crotty, Yellow with Red 
Buoy, Oil, Courtesy of the artist and Frost Gully Gallery, 
Freeport, Maine
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Family BINGO Night 
Thursday, February 11th from 6-7pm.

Village Elementary School

Please join us for some fun and prizes!

 Vincent Van Gogh was Born in  
Holland	on	March	30,	1853.	He	was	the	 
son of a pastor and was brought up in a  
rather religious way. He was born to  
middle class parents. His mother Anna  
Carbentus van Gogh and his father  
Theodorus van Gogh. Vincent also had  
3 siblings. One brother Theo van Gogh  
named after his father and two sisters  
Wil van Gogh and Anna Cornelia van  
Gogh was named after their mother.
 He spent his early years working for art  
dealers before he went to The Hague,  
London and Paris.

 Vincent loved to draw in his early life but did 
not paint until he was in his late twenties.  
He painted, self portraits, landscapes, wheat 

photo credit: www.aphorism4all.com

Vincent van Gogh
by Rylee

fields	and	sunflowers.	His	most	 
famous  paintings were The Starry 
night, Still Life, and The Olive Trees.

“Starry Night”  photo credit: en.wikipedia.org

 This month’s Village student artist is  
Lily B. from Mrs. Carlson’s 2 grade classroom. 
Lily’s project is a watercolor painted clay 
picture frame. The colors she chose are green, 
blue, yellow and red. Lily created this piece 
because she wants to give it to her younger 
brother for Valentine’s Day. She chose these 
colors because they are her brother’s favorite 
colors. 

VES Student Art Highlight

Be sure to take a look at the visual book 
reports from “The False Prince” book series 
created by VES Students. They are on display  

in Village Elementary School  Library. 
Students chose their favorite scene from one 

of the books from the series.  
Please remember to look but don’t touch!

by Rylee and Brooke



 During the holidays, our school contributed 
in many differenct community service projects. 
We	donated	over	360	items	during	the	food	
drive, and we delivered all items just in time for 
the	holidays.	VES	also	filled	a	car	with	3	boxes	
of cat food, 2 boxes of dog food, leashes, toys, 
beds, towels, and blankets for the Animal Refuge 
League. Thank you for all of your donations!

VES Update on our 
Community Service  by Grace

 Mr. Speed  is Village Elementary School’s 
physical educator. He went to the College at 
Orono. He is married to Mrs. Speed a Village 
Elementary 1st Grade Teacher and he has one 
son in college and one daughter who is a nurse.
 He wanted to become a teacher because his 
parents are teachers and he likes working with 
everyone at Village Elemetary staff and playing 
games with  the kids.  
 Did you know taht Elementary students 
should	have	AT	Least	1	hour	a	day	of	P.E.	Why?	
Because Physical education plays a critical role in 
educating the whole student. Research supports 
the importance of movement in educating both 
mind and body. P.E. contributes directly to 
development	of	physical	competence	and	fitness.	
The	benefits	of	physical	education	can	affect	
both academic learning and physical activity 
patterns of students. The healthy, physically 
active student is more likely to be academically 
motivated, alert, and successful. In the preschool 
and primary years, active play may be positively 
related to motor abilities and cognitive develop-
ment. As children grow older and enter 
may enhance the development of a positive 
self-concept as well as the ability to pursue 
intellectual, social and emotional challenges. 
Throughout the school years, quality physical 
education can promote social, cooperative and 
problem solving competencies. Quality physical 
education programs in our nation’s schools are 
essential in developing motor skills, physical 
fitness	and	understanding	of	concepts	that	foster	
lifelong healthy lifestyles. source: National sports Web 
 “Don’t forget that February is American 
Heart Month and VES  will be Jumping  Rope 
for Heart!”-Mr. Speed

Mr. Speed & P.E.
by Trevin

Highly Recommended Book List 
 from the Village News Flash Staff

Be Sure to Check These Out!

GREAT
READS

Jake and Lily
My side of the Mountain 

Magnus Chase and the gods of Asgard 
Holes

Chomp 
The Mixed Up Files  

Of Mrs. Basil.E. Frankweiler 
A Snicker of Magic 
A Wrinkle in Time 
A wind in the door 

The Tale of Despereaux 
Soup and I 
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 Village Elementary is excited to pilot a 
new approach to kids clubs! This is a great  
opportunity to put into practice what  
research studies have shown to boost  
attendance and student engagement in 
school.  
 In addition to the positive effects on 
attendance,	there	are	other	added	benefits,	
which include the whole school being avail-
able to use and the elimination of students 
getting on the bus when they were suppose 
to stay for club.  The morning clubs will 
run from 7:45-8:30 a.m. and students 
will be dismissed to their classrooms.

Session is scheduled to run  
March 1, 8, 15 & 22

All Kids Club Interested volunteers 
Please contact Betsy Nygren via email at 

betsy.nygren@gorhamschools.org.

Kids Club’s New Time 

Would you like to be a parent presenter?  Does your company/business provide 
educational outreach?  Is there a science experiment or new technology that you 

would like to share with our Village Students?

Calling all Parents with  
Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Math Careers for STEM Night!

STEM Night  is Tuesday, April 26th from 5:30-7:30 p.m.   
We are looking for as many people as we can to demonstrate all aspects of S.T.E.M.

Each presenter will be given a classroom for presentations/demonstrations. 
 

Please email Rebecca West if you would like to help  
or have further questions at rebecca.west@gorhamschools.org


