
A Village Elementary School Publication   |   http://village.gorhamschools.org  |  May/June 2016

Village NewsFlash Staff 
Jodi Mezzanotte, EDITOR

DaraLyn McColl, GENERAL MANAGER  
PUBLISHERS 

Joseph Vetterline & Kevin Luo 
DESIGN PRODUCTION

Brooke Gerry & Sam Larkin
ART FEATURES

Amelia Connor-McCoy & Rylee Tenuta
REPORTERS

Eizabeth Willette, Sam Larkin,  
Ella Bethany, Kevin Luo, Brooke Gerry 

Trevin Macomber, Rylee Tenuta,  
Madeline Downey,  

Amelia Connor-McCoy, Patrick Cyr, 
Peter Wu, & Joseph Vetterline 

Comics Creator
 Joseph Vetterline & Ella Bethany

PHOTOGRAPHERS
All 5th graders on staff

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
 May 30  Memorial Day/No School 

 FIELD DAY SCHEDULE 
 Friday, June 3  5th grade
 Monday, June 6 Kindergarten
 Tuesday, June 7 1st grade
 Wednesday, June 8 2nd grade
 Thursday, June 9 3rd grade
 Friday, June 10 4th grade 
  
 June 14 Last Day of School

 Would you ever think that your old 
shoes could be of use to others?  Well, 
they can and here’s how!
 At Village School students were 
introduced to a service project that the 
whole school participates in. All we need 
is your support and your gently used 
shoes.  We are looking for the students 
to help support this project by agreeing 
to collect pairs of gently worn, used, and 
new shoes.  
 Here’s how you do it:  Start with your 
family’s closets and gather pairs of shoes 
that you’ve out grown, are out of style or 
out of season in the next 2 weeks. You 
can also ask neighbors, relatives, co-
workers, and coaches to donate.  These 
shoes will help support developing  
nations like Ghana, Haiti and Bolivia 
where shoes are the primary mode of 

Shoe Drive 
Village School’s  
Community Service 

transportation.
 The collecting of shoes began when 
upon our returned from spring vacation 
and we provided a bin in the lobby during 
STEM Night.
 Keep in mind that Village School 
will receive money for our donations and 
a portion of that will be donated to our 
local food pantry. 

Giant Shoe in the foyer of Village Elementary 
was created and painted by Mrs. McColl.

We Need Your Shoes!!
Please help us reach our goal of 2500 pairs of shoes!!   
We are looking for gently used men's, women's, and  
children's shoes.  Any type of shoes would be welcome; 
from heels to boots, athletic shoes to sandals.   
 
Shoes will be donated to Shoes With Heart where they 
will be distributed in developing countries and Village 
School will receive money for our donations.
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VES Student

by Rylee Tenuta
aRT

aRTfeaturesAndy Warhol
by Rylee Tenuta
 Andy Warhol was a 
successful magazine 
and  illustrator who 
became a leading artist 
of the 1960s Pop art 
movements. He was born 
August 6, 1928.  At the 
age of 8, he became sick 
with Chorea, a rare and sometimes deadly 
disease of the nervous system. While sick in 
bed, his mother, an artist too, gave him his 
first drawing lessons, and drawing became 
his favorite childhood pastime.    
Warhol was a big fan of the movies and when 
his mother bought a camera for him when 
he was 9 he took up photography and even 
developed film a darkroom that he created in 
his family’s basement. 
 In elementary school he took free art 
classes at the Carnegie Institute (now the 
Carnegie Museum of Art) in Pittsburgh. 
When Warhol was 14 years old his father 
died. He was so sad that he hid under his bed 
and would not go to the funeral. His father 

knew that his son was very talented in art, 
and so in his will he left his life savings to be 
used for Warhol’s college education. In that 
same year, Warhol began at High School, 
and when he graduated in 1945 he enrolled 
at the Carnegie Institute for Technology 
(now Carnegie Mellon University). When 
he graduated from college with his Bachelor 

many pop art pieces like Campbell’s Soup 
Cans, The Velvet Underground & Nico, 
Green Coca-Cola Bottles and many more. It 
was these paintings that put him and his pop 

by Rylee Tenuta

 
 To all the teachers of Village Elemen-
tary School, thank you so much for all the 
hard work that you do for us all every day. 
We appreciate all the guidance you’ve 
given to help every student learn and grow 
throughout the elementary school years. 
Each day you spend your time teaching us 
and providing us with many skills that we 
can use for the rest of our lives. 
 Village Elementary School is the 
place where we grew to love projects, gain 
experience, and to get along and work 
with others. 

 As the 2015-2016 fifth grade stu-
dents move onto middle school we all just 
want to thank you for making all of our 
elementary school years special and ones 
to remember!     
 All of us will miss Village school, but 
we will miss Village teachers most of all!

Teachers Thank You!
By: Andrew, Allie, Tedi, and Ella  

Student: Sarah S. 
Class. Mrs.Stuart
Grade. 3rd Grade
“I like bunnies and I wanted it to 
look real so I used black, white and 
made the eyes purple.” 

of Fine Arts degree in 
1949, he moved to New 
York City to find a job as 
a commercial artist. He 
got a job with Glamour 
magazine in September, 
and become one of the 
most successful commer-
cial artists of the 1950s. 
Warhol won awards for 
his uniquely and whim-
sical style, using his own 
blotted line technique and 
rubber stamps to create 
his drawings. He painted 

art style in the spotlight for the first time. He 
also painted portraits of celebrities in vivid 
colors. His most famous portraits are of Mar-
ilyn Monroe, Elizabeth Taylor, Mick Jagger 
and Mao Zedong. 
  In 1964 Warhol started a studio called, 
“The Factory.” The Factory quickly became 
one of New York City’s top hotspots for 

famous people. One person 
was Lou Reed. Warhol man-
aged Reed’s band, the Velvet 
Underground. 
 Warhol died in 1987 
after complications from 
gallbladder surgery. In his 
honor the Andy Warhol Mu-
seum opened in May 1994 
and is one of four Carnegie 
Museums of Pittsburgh. 
The Andy Warhol Museum 
contains  900 paintings, ap-
proximately 100 sculptures, 
2,000 works on paper, more 

than 1,000 published and unique prints, and 
4,000 photographs. The Warhol Founda-
tion was established in 1987 with a mission 
for the advancement of visual arts.
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Mr. Terry thank you for sharing your 
time with us and answering a few  
questions about your role at Village.  
For everyone that may not know,  
what exactly is your job at Village 
Elementary? I have to make sure the 
heating system is working, I make sure 
there is enough paper in the teachers 
room and I am on the look out for leaks 
or any problems in the plumbing system.
What do you like most about your job 
here at Village Elementary School? I 
like the variety of the things I am able to 
do every day.
What is your favorite thing about your 
job?  He likes to know that he is helping 
the school run well.
Is there anything that you find in your 
job that requires additional assis-
tance? Should we find that we have an 

Mr. Terry
An Interview

electrical prob-
lem then we have 
to hire other 
people to solve 
those issues.
How long have 
you worked at 
Village Elemen-
tary?  In May I 
will have worked 
at Village School 
for almost eight 
years.
Where did you 

Mr. Terry on April 26, 
2016 prepared to 
shovel VES paths. 

Earth Day  
By Madeline Downey
 April 22 was Earth Day (and Mr. Smith’s 
birthday!), so we hope you remembered 
to clean up your yard! Earth Day is a long 
forgotten holiday. Many kids are also  
too lazy to go out and clean up. Cleaning  
can actually be a great way to move, espe-
cially when there is a holiday about it! Here 
are some fun ways that you can clean for next 
Earth Day or maybe Everyday!

 

 
Go to the beach!  
It may not seem like a good day to, 
but lots of trash is left on the sand. 
Help make it nice by cleaning the 
beach!

Compost!  
Take food that no one wants in a 
bin, put some worms in, and the 
worms will eat the food, making 
great compost to grow things!

Plant some trees! 
Many trees get cut down every 
year, and trees help us breath!

Pick up trash! 
Many people litter, and it is not 
good for the earth. Cleaning up the 
earth provides a cleaner environ-
ment for everyone! 

attend college and what was your field 
of study? I went to the University of 
Maine at Orono and studied communica-
tions and broadcasting.
Where did you grow up? I grew up on a 
farm working with my dad.
What do you like to do in your spare 
time? I like fishing, cycling, and learning 

Did you know? 
Female fireflies will sometimes use 
their light flashes to attract males 
closer so she can eat them.
                         creeeeeeeeeepy!!!

 Have you ever wanted to hold a firefly? 
Well now, a handheld gadget called the Fire-
fly Communicator will allow people to take 
part in fireflies’ light-coded “conversations.”
With this device, which  looks like the insect 
was built to mimic, users can “talk’’ to 
fireflies by pushing a single button to make 
stored patterns of light flashes that copy 
actual firefly signals, sending a “come here” 
message that attracts fireflies and lets people 
observe them up close.
 Fireflies send their coded messages 
using a chemical process called biolumines-
cence , which takes place in a special place 
in their bodys. The insect controls its own 
“light switch,” turning the light on and off by 

Science - Fireflies
by Kevin Luo

regulating the amount of oxygen introduced 
into its light organ.
 Scientists have found that fireflies  gen-
erate unique light patterns to talk with their 
own kind and to attract mates. Some species 
also use light flashes to lure other fireflies as 
prey, with females imitating the coded mes-
sages of other firefly species to trick males 
into coming closer so they can eat them.
 For more scientfic discoverys, visit 
http://www.livescience.com/54386-talk-
to-fireflies-with-handheld-device.html
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NIGHT 2016
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Thank you to all that attended and to 
our wonderful station volunteers for 
making STEM night a huge success!

Village and Narragansett Elementary Schools
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  This year in class we 
learned about doggy D.N.A. 
In this genetic activity we 
created and decoded a 
“D.N.A recipe” for a dog 
by randomly selecting strips 
of paper that represent 
D.N.A.Then we decoded 
the DNA recipe to reveal 

 The first thing we do during practice is run 
3 laps around the field then we do calisthenics. 
During calisthenics, the coaches pick 5 captains 
to direct the team. Sometimes, people do stuff 
the coaches don’t want them to do-and they have 
to run a lap. 
 Before the game, we run laps and do calis-
thenics like in practice. Then, we practice plays 
for the game. After a while, the game starts and 
they can last about 1 to1 hour and a half. About a 
half an hour later the game starts. When the game 

game and they last 15 minutes 
each. After the game we take off 
our helmets, stand on the bench, 
and put our helmets in the air to 
celebrate if we win. Then, we go 
home. 
 At the end of the season, we 
have a big party called a banquet 

Amelia Connor-McCoy having a  
hair raising experience with the  
Van De Graaff generator.

Village School students waiting for the Lightening Show at the Theater of Electricity.

The Boston Science Museum

News from  
Mrs.Kellogg’s Class! 
by: Abby Rosingana and Ava Bryant

A Day In the Life of a 
Football Player 
by Akil Sok, Mrs. Kellogg’s 5th grade Class

starts, we usually start on defence, but if we start 
on offence they set up the ball for kickoff. During 
kickoff, I’m in the back of everyone. When they 
kick the ball, I catch it and try to score (which 
usually happens). There are four quarters in the 

and that is when people get their trophies. 
 I’m sure football may sound fun but there 

are a lot of rules that you have to follow and there 
can be a lot of injuries that can happen. For 
example concussions have been happening a lot 
lately I’ve gotten a few myself. In the news lately 
they have been talking about how Football is 
causing a lot of life-shorting brain diseases. But 
Football coaches and the entire league are trying 
and succeeding to make football safer. One 
example is that the Ivy League football has agreed 
that they will not tackle from the chest up to avoid 
head injury when playing each other. To learn 
more Click on these  links to see the Portland and 
Gorham websites for football.  
http://portlandyouthfootball.com/ 
http://www.gorhamfootballboosters.com/

A 5th Grade Field Trip 

“Science in the Park” exhibit 

students experimented with various 

force and motion activities

the physical traits of our dog and created a final 
drawing of the animal. We discovered that differ-
ences in the DNA recipe led to different traits by 
comparing our DNA recipes and dog drawings 
with the rest of the class to note similarities and 
differences.
   We are also doing the Oregon trail simula-
tion. During the simulation, we experience what 
the pioneers in covered wagons experienced back 
in 1849. We just finished the Simulation. One 
person died and three people got left behind. 
 Over a 4-week  time span, Officer Coffin 
came in every Monday and talked to us about 
making good decisions. One week we learned 
about alcohol and drugs. Another week we 
learned about bullying, and that you shouldn’t 
bully! We also learned about how to be safe on 
the internet. Finally, we learned about how to be 
safe on the bus.

Great Music Happens at Village School

Cast from the Wackadoo Zoo! Performances were held on 
May 5th and 6th at Village Elementary School.

UPCOMING  
VES CONCERTS!

5th Grade 
May 10th at 6:00pm

4th Grade 
May 12th at 6:00pm

Kindergarten  
June 8th  

at 10:00am

Join Us!
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 In our class 
things have been 
crazy with Mrs. 
Penley leaving 
and getting a new 
teacher, but we 
have been doing 
lots of fun things 
and have a lot of 
things to look 
forward to.                                                                                                                          

Mrs. Penley / 
Mr. Richardson
By: Andrew, Allie, Ella, and Tedi

 In Mrs. Penley’s 5th grade class we have en-
joyed doing Legos.  We got together in separate 
groups and made sculptures to show wind power 
and how things can move using fans and technol-
ogy.
 Another fun thing we did this year was the 
simulation.  The simulation is a fun way to learn 
about how people moved west back in the 1800s 
and what their journey was like while they were 
finding a new place to live.
 Starting from the beginning of the year we 
have been doing a lot of reading with reading 
groups.  We have been reading long and     chal-
lenging books.
 In our classroom our teacher suprised us all 
with baby Alden Penley.  With a quick transition, 

we now have a new 
teacher named Mr. 
Richardson.  
 Closing up our 
year we have been 
researching ocean 
animals with Mrs. 
Carlson’s 2nd grade 
class.  At the end 
of the year we are 
going to  publish the 
book.  We are going to dedicate it to Mrs. Penley, 
Alden, and Molly.

 In Ms. Meggison 5th 
grade class we have done 
a lot of fun stuff this year. 
We will complete 6 units in 
math and have had onefield 
trip to the Boston Museum 
of Science.
 We’ve enjoyed going 
to Seacoast fun park for 

Ms. Meggison
By: Josephine and Jayden

 In Mr. Smith’s 
fifth grade class we 
have a compost bin. 
We take the leftover 
vegetables that the 
children don’t eat and 
give it to our worms 

Mr. Smith
By: Bella and Brady

to eat. 
 We are happy to be working with our first 
grade buddies. We read, played board games, 
and looked at our class worm bin with them.
 We interviewed Mrs. Hauke and Mrs.
Carlson about their ocean animal project. Here is 
what they said.
Q:When did you start doing ocean animals?  
A: We’ve been doing it for ten or more years.
 Q: How long is the process of making the 
animals? A: We work on the ocean animals from 
January to June.
Q: What gave you the idea to study ocean 
animals? A: It’s part of the second grade curricu-
lum.
 It helps the kids know so much more than 
just reading a book, because they like going 
through the “like meeting” with fifth graders and 
learning how to pick out info out of a book. We 
work on the ocean animals at least twice a day. 
We are really thankful for the parents and grand-
parents that come and help to make all the stuffed 

animals come to life! 
 All the kids share their ocean writings 
during our annual evening tea. We invite parents 
to join us and we all enjoy punch, cookies, and 
learn more about ocean animals. The tea takes 
place in Mrs. Hauke and Mrs.Carlson’s class-
room. It is one of our favorite nights of the year! 

snow tubing where we enjoyed seeing all of the 
fifth graders from all of the schools. 
 One of our favorite projects this year was 
government study because we got to do a project 
about the United States. We studied  all of the 
branches of the government which are Legisla-
tive, Executive and Judicial.
 This month we are learning about the States 
and Capitals. There are 5 regions in America: 
Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest and 
West.  

 We also interviewed Ms. Meggison to find a 
little more about her. Here’s what she said. 
What was your favorite project this year? “I 
liked studying the mystery unit because you 
never know what’s coming up next?”   
How long have you been teaching? “I have been 
teaching 30 long years!”  
What is your favorite subject to teach? “I love 
to teach writing because it can be about any-
thing.” 
What is your favorite food? “My favorite food is 

chocolate, but if I to pick a dinner food 
it would be Salmon or Scallops, but 
Scallops over Salmon. YUM!”
How many different grades have you 
taught? “I have 2nd to 6th grades.”
Why did you move to fifth grade from 
fourth grade? “Because I couldn’t 
resist working with older workers.”
Why do you teach at this school? 

“Because Village School has great, kind, caring 
people and I am very lucky.”
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Thank you Mrs.  
McColl for taking the 
time to speak with us 
and answer a few  
questions. 
 Can you share with 
us a little about you, 
your family and what 
you like to do other 
than art?  

An Interview with  
Mrs. McColl 
By Peter,  Sam, Grace and Brooke

I enjoy working out a great deal and I love to run 
when time permits. Our family moved to Gorham 
in 2009 from Alabama. I have one daughter in 
9th grade, one son in 6th grade and my youngest 
son is in 4th grade in the Gorham Schools Dis-
trict. I began my freelance graphic artist service 
in 2002 and have worked for many corporations, 
small businesses, and entrepreneurs.  I also enjoy 
teaching after school art technique classes in 
centered around the child’s interests. 
Did you attend college and what is your degree 
in? Yes, I did attend college.  I have a Bachelor 

of Fine Arts degree from Auburn University 
(Alabama). My studied Visual Communications, 
took all the studios in fine art classes, and  I have 
a Minor in Art History. I am also working on 
getting the teaching art certification by attending 
USM in the Fall and Spring. 
Why did you decide to work with SAIL in 
Gorham? Well, I interviewed with the Gorham 
School Department because I was ready to 
pursue teaching art after subbing and volunteer-
ing. Now I am working in the middle school on 
Mondays, Village on Tuesdays and Wednesdays 
and on Thursdays Fridays at Great Falls. I enjoy 
working with all of Gorham’s very talented kids. 
Everyone is very creative and expressive. 
Why a Village Newspaper?  The Village School 
office approached Mrs. Knott about a school 
newsletter for VES. We thought that the SAIL 
kids with ELA and Visual Arts plans would 
benefit from expanding their writing and art 
skills by teaching them the process of creating a 
newspaper and fulfill the Village School’s need 
for a newsletter.  Because of my background as a 
freelance graphic artist I asked Mrs. Gauley about 
obtaining the Adobe software that I professional-
ly use to teach the VES newspaper staff to layout, 

design and edit the newspaper. Mrs. Gauley was 
able to get that software and put it on the VES 
SAIL computers for the children to use. Village is 
the first elementary school to learn Indesign and 
Photoshop for layout and design of a newspaper 
in Gorham. I have to say they have caught on very 
quickly and have done an amazing job. 
What have you enjoyed the most this year? I 
have really enjoyed working with Mrs. Knott, and 
the exceptional kids and teachers throughout 
the Gorham School District. It has been really 
wonderful getting to know everyone this year. I 
have also learned a great deal from the children 
that I have worked with. I have learned Czech 
words from a student at Great Falls, more about 
Odyssey of the Mind from K-2 at Village, and 
enjoyed getting to know very talented children at 
the Middle School. It has been such an amazing 
year being in the schools, and I want to thank 
all of you for making me feel so welcome and 
working with me! 

 We wanted to include other grades in the 
last issue of the 2015-2016 Village NewsFlash 
paper. So we interviewed students from two 
classes in K-4th grade to find out what some of  
their favorites for the year are and here are the 
results. 
 In Mrs. Fox’s Kindergarten Class they were 
doing a lot of cool writing projects. A big favorite 
in their class is free write. During free write they 
are allowed to write anything they want. Students 
in her class like that she is kind of picky and very 
fun. 
 In Mrs. Topchik class they do a lot of fun 
projects within the classroom. The students really 
like that she is kind and appreciates what we do. 
Their favorite part of school is doing a reading 
program called Raz Kidz. This provides cool 
science projects involving moon and bears.
 In Mrs. O’Neil’s first grade class their favor-

This Year’s Favorites 
By Patrick Cyr

ite is Gym. Another favorite is Free time. Free 
time is when their class is allowed to do whatever 
they want. There favorite thing about their teach-
er is that she likes sports a lot and plays   
 In Mrs Carlson’s second grade class they enjoy 
doing a lot of Math and Writing. Their favorite 
thing about their teacher is that she Loves all of 
her students the same and she is very kind.  
 In  Mrs. Hauke’s second grade class they like 
to learn about all of the new stuff she teaches 
them. Her students think that some of the things 
that she teaches are kind of hard, but they still try. 
Their favorite things about Mrs. Hauke are that 
she is really, really nice and is very kind. Every-
one in her class thinks that 2nd grade will be their 
favorite grade ever.
 In Mrs. Rudolph’s third grade class they really 
enjoyed learning different things in Social Stud-
ies and Writing.  
 In Mrs. Bywaters’ class their favorite things 
about third grade is that all of the kids and teach-
ers are really, really nice and kind. Their favorite 

things about Ms. Bywaters is that she does a really 
good job explaining things that are really confus-
ing.
 In the Mrs Reynolds fourth grade class they 
really enjoy to read and do hard math problems. 
They really, really enjoy that Mrs. Reynolds lets 
them watch movies and is super kind and funny.
 In Mrs. Donnelly’s fourth grade class their 
favorite thing is their teacher. They think that she 
is really nice and she lets them watch movies all 
the time. 

At Village we all love recess and it is much 
warmer now that summer is on the way.  


